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‘This is an ambitious and illuminating book, based on broad and deep knowledge of the international
literature, and grounded in practical engagement in research. Without offering a grandiose overview, in a
series of essays Hans Christian Garmann Johnsen makes valuable links between social theory and the new
challenges of the knowledge society. Readers will find familiar starting points, and new connections.’
Richard Ennals, Kingston Business School, Kingston University, UK
‘It is a commonplace that “knowledge is a social phenomenon”. However, in this far-reaching and learning
treatise, Hans Christian Garmann Johnsen explores the sociality of knowledge in a way that goes very
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Nicolai J. Foss, Copenhagen Business School, Norwegian School of Economics and
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This is a book about the role of knowledge in social and economic development. There is a need to address
the process of developing knowledge as a social process and The New Natural Resource starts with the
argument that knowledge is inherently a social phenomenon. This allows us to discuss the relation between
individual opinions and what is regarded as knowledge. It also allows us to see how economic and political and
democratic processes are interrelated.
Acknowledging that we are more dependent on contesting processes of knowledge development in society
implies that we should address how society as a whole is able to legitimize what it regards as the right kind of
knowledge.
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